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Rav Soloveitchik, 5"¢1. A Tribute to the Rebbitzen of Talne ( Tradition Spring 78 )

People are mistaken in thinking that there is only one Massorah and one Massorah
community; the community of the fathers. It is not true. We have two Massorot, two
traditions, two communities, two shalshalot ha-kabalah- the massorah community of the
fathers and that of the mothers. “ Thus shall thou say to the house of Jacob ( = the women
) and tell the Children of Israel ( = the men ) “ ( Exodus 19:3 ), “ Hear my son the
instruction of thy father ( mussar avikha ) and forsake not the teaching of thy mother(
torat imekha ) *“ ( Proverbs 1:8 ), counseled the old king. What is the difference between
those two massorot, traditions? What is the distinction between mussar avikha and torat
imekha? Let us explore what one learns from the father and what one learns from the
mother.

One learns much from father: how to read a text- the Bible or the Talmud- how to
comprehend, how to analyze, how to conceptualize, how to classify, how to infer, how to
apply, etc. ... One also learns from father what to do and what not to do, what is morally
right and what is morally wrong. Father teaches the son the discipline of thought as well
as the discipline of action. Father’s tradition is an intellectual-moral one. That is why it is
identified with mussar, which is the Biblical term for discipline.

**k*

What is torat imekha? What kind of a Torah does the mother pass on? | admit that
| am not able to define precisely the massoretic role of the Jewish mother. Only by
circumscription | hope to be able to explain it. Permit me to draw upon my own
experiences. | used to have long conversations with my mother. In fact, it was a
monologue rather than a dialogue. She talked and | “happened” to overhear. What did she
talk about? I must use an halakhic term in order to answer this question: she talked me-
inyana de-yoma. | used to watch her arranging the house in honor of a holiday. | used to
see her recite prayers; | used to watch her recite the sidra every Friday night and | still
remember the nostalgic tune. | learned from her very much.

Most of all I learned from her that Judaism expresses itself not only in formal
compliance with the law but also in a living experience. She taught me that there is a
flavor, a scent and warmth to mitzvot. | learned from her the most important thing in life-
to feel the presence of the Almighty and the gentle pressure of His hand resting upon my
frail shoulders. Without her teachings, which quite often were transmitted to me in
silence, I would have grown up a soulless being, dry and insensitive.

The laws of Shabbat, for instance were passed on to me by my father; they were
part of mussar avikha. The Shabbat as a living entity, as a queen, was revealed to me by
my mother; it is a part of torat imekha. The fathers knew much about the Shabbat; the
mothers lived the Shabbat, experienced her presence, and perceived her beauty and
splendor.
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