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Abudraham
And the common people do not say the line of “and then your children etc.” [in “al hanissim”]. However
one should say it, because it is the essence of the miracle. And Rav Amram and rav Saadia also wrote this
text...
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Hichot Meqgillah and Chanukah (111:1)

In the Second Temple period, during the reign of the Greeks, they decreed decrees on the Jewish People
and annulled their faith, and didn’t permit them to involve themselves with Torah and Mitzvot. And they
grabbed their money and their daughters and they entered the Temple and breached it and defiled that
which was pure, and caused great suffering for Israel, and severely pressed them- until the God of our
ancestors had mercy on them and saved them from their hands. The Hashmonaim, the high priests, gained
the upper hand and killed them. They, thereby, redeemed Israel from their hands and they established a
king from the cohanim. And the monarchy returned to Israel for more than 200 years- until the destruction
of the second Temple.
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Hichot Megillah and Chanukah (Chpter 111)
(3) And for that reason the sages of that generation instituted that these eight days, which begin from the
night of the 25" of Kislev, as days of joy and Hallel. And we light candles at night at the doorways of
houses every night of the eight to show and reveal the miracle. And these days are are called Chanukah and
they are prohibited in eulogies and fasting like the days of Purim. And lighting the candles on these days
is a Rabbinic commandment like the reading of the Megillah.
(4) Anyone who is obligated in the reading of the Megillah is obligated in lighting the candles of
Chanukah...
(5) Each day of these eight days we read the full Hallel and say the blessing before it ... Just as one does
before reading the Megillah and the Eruv...

hiralRhial
2011

737
o"anan
Iy"x



(2 M2ID) 721 NWNNA
o583 pEn 0sb paw e 1p Sy 1ana 05 N R s Sxaer S oy novwnme i b B e
... N

Bereshit Rabbah (§2)
. “and darkness”- this refers to the exile of Greece, for they darkened the eyes of Israel through their
decrees. For they would say to them, “write on the horn of the ox that you have no share in the God of
Israel...
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Commentary of the Rokeach on prayer (§141)
...Tor they made 5 decrees, forcing the Jewish People to do sins that carry the punishment of karet, in order
to remove them from your laws. They decreed that they worship idols and to write on the horn of the ox
that they have no share in the God of Israel- in order to bring to mind the sin of the golden calf...
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| Maccabees (chapter 2)
Whoever is for God- to me!
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Meiri Shabbat (21b)
...And the first night when there was no miracle of the oil, we bless about the redemption...
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Shabbat (88a)
“And they stood at the bottom of the mountain”- R. Abdimi b. Hamah b. Hassah said: this teaches that the

Holy One, Blessed be he, covered them with the mountain like a tank, and said to them: “If you accept the
Torah, good! And if not, there your burial. R. Achah b. Yaakov said: “ this provides an argument of duress
regarding our acceptance of the Torah.” Rava said: “Nonetheless, we re-accepted the Torah in the time of
Achashveirosh, as it says ‘they affirmed and accepted’- they affirmed what they had already accepted”.
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Shabbat (21b)
What is Chanukah? Our Rabbis taught: On the 25™ of Kislev there are 8 days of Chanukah, during which

one may not eulogize or fast. For when the Greeks entered the Temple, they defiled all of the oil. When the
kingdom of the Hashmoanim triumphed over them and defeated them, they searched and found but one jug
of oil that had the seal of the high priest, and it was only sufficient to burn one day. A miracle transpired
and they lit from that jug for 8 days. The following year, they fixed and established it as a festival with
Hallel and thanksgiving.
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Or Zaruah (8321)

... but rather, they took apart and rebuilt the altar and for the entire seven days they were fixing the holy
vessels of the Temple. And they would have immediately prepared new oil, but for the fact that they were
busy purifying the holy vessels and rebuilding the altar; and therefore were unable to acquire new oil...and
therefore it is called Chanukah- for the dedication of the altar which was taken apart and rebuilt...
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Shemot Rabbah (851)

... The Holy One, Blessed be he, expressed his love for Israel by bringing them before Mount Sinai and
giving them the Toarh and calling them a nation of priests, as it says, “and you will be for me a nation of
priests”. After 40 days they sinned. At that point, the pagans said: “He no longer will favor them... Moshe
prayed for them and God immediately forgave them... Moshe said: “I am happy that you forgave them, but
now show all of the nations that you hold no grudge against them.” The Holy One, Blessed be he said: “By
your life! I will place my Divine Presence amongst them, as it says, ‘make a mikdash for me’; and they will
recognize that | have forgiven them.” Therefore it says “the Tabenacle of testimony”- for it is testimony to
the fact that The Holy One, Blessed be he forgave them.
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